Curriculum overview
Denham Green Academy’s curriculum policy is based on the following aims,












To have students at its heart, putting their interests first.
Have a curriculum that is fit for purpose, offering differentiation and
personalisation.
Be a centre of excellence in learning and teaching.
Prepare all students for a successful adult and working life
First achieve and then exceed national standards in achievement, attainment and
progression.
Be committed to excellence and continuous improvement.
Value vocational and academic routes equally.
Nurture the talents of all and celebrate success.
Involve the community.
Involve parents/carers.
Be in a learning environment that is above all else inspiring.

We believe that the curriculum should inspire and challenge all learners and prepare
them for the future. Denham Green’s aim is to develop a coherent curriculum that
builds on young people’s experiences in the primary phase and that helps all young
people to become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens.
Specifically, we believe that the curriculum should help young people to:


Achieve high standards and make good/excellent progress.



Enable those not achieving age-related expectations to narrow the gap and
catch up with their peers.



Move towards enabling students to more easily progress based on ability not age
and to be able to enter students for public examinations when they are ready
rather than dictated by age.



Have and be able to use high quality personal, learning and thinking skills and
become independent learners.



Have and be able to use high quality functional skills, including key literacy,
numeracy and computing skills.



Be challenged and stretched to achieve their potential.



Enjoy and be committed to learning.



Value their learning outside of the curriculum and relate to the taught
curriculum
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Curriculum Overview
Early Years Foundation Stage
The first curriculum your child will encounter when starting at Denham Green, is the
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS). In Early years the children learn
through free flow activities which are planned by the class teacher.
The EYFS works within four key principles:
A Unique Child + Positive Relationships + Enabling Environments = Learning and Development

The curriculum is divided into seven areas, three prime and four specific areas.
Three Prime Areas
Personal, Social and
Emotional
Development
Communication and
Language
Physical Development

Four Specific Areas
Literacy

Mathematics
Understanding the
world
Expressive Arts

We follow a topic led creative curriculum. We listen to the children interests and ideas
and enhance our curriculum around them. We love to go on visits and also welcome
visitors into school to enhance the Curriculum.

KS1 and KS2
Literacy
At Denham Green we follow the 2014 National Curriculum for Literacy. The Literacy
curriculum consists of 4 main learning areas;


Reading



Writing
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Speaking and listening



Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation (SPAG)

The children have 1 hour of Literacy a day, as well as 20 minutes of
spelling/grammar and punctuation (SPAG) 20 minutes of guided reading and 20
minutes of handwriting every day. Our phonics teaching follows the Primary National
Strategy scheme ‘Letter and Sounds’ and when teaching SPAG our teachers use CGP
to support their teaching.
Children are exposed to and taught to write a variety of different genres of writing
such as;

Reading
Denham Green has a variety of independent and guided reading books. The books
are grouped and the children work through the bands as they become more
proficient. Children are encouraged to change their book daily.
All children at Denham Green take part in a reading challenge where we ask the
children to read for at least 10 minutes a day at home and have their reading record
signed by an adult.
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Numeracy
At Denham Green we follow the 2014 National Curriculum for Numeracy. The Numeracy
curriculum consists of 6 main learning areas;
Number and Place value
Addition and Subtraction
Multiplication and Division
Fractions
Measure and Shape
Position and Direction
Statistics

Children are taught Numeracy for an hour a day, the children are taught within their
classes and work is differentiated accordingly. At Denham Green we like to adopt a
hand on approach to Numeracy where the children are given opportunities to
experience their mathematical learning through practical activities and investigations.
Since the launch of the new curriculum lots of strategies, methods and approaches to
Numeracy have changed. As a result of this we hold regular curriculum evenings where
teachers are happy to talk through calculation methods with you.
Foundation Subjects
The foundation subject curriculum involves the teaching of Science, Geography,
History, Art, Computing and Design and Technology. We cover these subjects through a
topic based curriculum which also underpins our leaning throughout the curriculum. Each
year group has a topic for the term or half term and each of these foundation subjects
are taught through the theme of the topic. Our topics this year can be seen below and
are on our website on the class pages.
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Children also have at least two hours of Physical Education a week, P.E teaching
consists of 6 main teaching and learning areas, outlined below;
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Games
Gymnastics
Dance
Swimming
Outdoor and adventurous activities
Athletics
Children are taught by a specialist P.E teacher who visits the academy and when
appropriate are taken to a local leisure centre to be taught by specialist swim
coaches.

SMSC and British Values
SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural education) is at the core of all the
academies teaching across the curriculum. The children are taught about the
acceptance of others, cultural similarities and differences as well as looking at
religions worldwide. Children learn about healthy lifestyles, keeping safe, peer
pressure, physical development and relationships. All essential parts of life and
learning needed as they get older. Through our SMSC teaching we teach the
children about religion and expose them to collective worship. All children learn
about world faiths and are taught to respect the beliefs of others. Children are
encouraged to take time to reflect on their own experiences, behaviours and
opinions and discuss them in a safe learning environment. A collective act of worship
takes place every day in school assemblies, where the whole school are taught about
events in the news or a specific theme relevant at the time. Ofsted now wants to
see a school ethos and climate that promotes 'British values' at every level. British
Values will be assessed through the teaching of SMSC, the curriculum and school
leadership. There are five fundamental British Values that the children are taught.
These are discussed and explored with the children through the teaching of our
Curriculum, class reflection times, school assemblies, educational visits and people
visiting the school. Denham Green prides itself on the core British values
underpinning the ethos and environment of the school.
The five fundamental British Values are:
Democracy
The rule of law
Individual liberty
Mutual respect
Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith
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Homework
At Denham Green we believe homework plays a vital part in supporting the work your
children do in class and is one of the best ways in which they can learn how to become
more independent learners. Developing regular homework habits is a key area where we
ask parents/carers to support their children to make progress.
Children will get two pieces of homework a week plus reading every day. The children
have a maths activity to complete as well as a topic activity. At the start of the half
term children are given a topic homework planner. This consists of 6 pieces of
homework for the children to complete throughout the half term. It is up to the
children to choose an activity and hand it in each week. Homework will always be
meaningful and we expect it to be completed properly.

Curriculum Days
Every half term our parents are invited into school for a curriculum day. This is an
opportunity for parents to visit after school for half an hour and look at a range of
work throughout the school. The Curriculum days revolve around a theme or a
curriculum subject focus and are a great way for the children to share their work
and learning with parents.
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